98        WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH

His lotus feet and suriender yourself to him like a
child

May you all become free from this ever revolv-
ing wheel of Karma resulting in numerous births in
various wombs and attain the bliss of the Immortal
in this very life

De\elopment of the Child

Having fallen in the lunar orb and mixed with
vapour he comes down upon eaith, there he remains
in rice and the iest, for a long time

Then he becomes the four-fold kind of food and
is eaten by man and becoming the vital seed, is thrown
by man into the womb of the woman when the season
comes *

There in the mother's womb mixed with blood
and enveloped in the-outer skin of the embryo, he
becomes what is known as 'kalaP in one day

On the expiration of five nights he becomes a
budbud (bubble) At the end of seven nights he at-
tains the condition of a lump of flesh ('mamsapesh^).

*The allusion here is to the Panchagm Vidya of the Upa-
mshads The passage of the Jiva mentioned here is from
this world to the iroon, thence to Parjanya (god presiding1
over rain), thence again to this world through rain, thence
to man in whom the product of rain in the shape of gram
and other eatables enters and thence into woman in whom
the vital seed is thrown by man These are the five fires
through which gods pour Hbations before one becomes known
as man.